Laparoscopic surgery in patients with human immunodeficiency virus.
Fifteen patients with acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS), and one who tested positive for human immunodeficiency virus but had no AIDS-defining diagnosis, underwent a range of laparoscopic procedures between March 1991 and March 1993. Seven cholecystectomies and one cholecystojejunostomy were performed. Three patients underwent diagnostic laparoscopy after presenting with abdominal emergencies. Two further patients had laparoscopic adhesiolysis and one appendicectomy. A further patient underwent laparoscopically assisted end colostomy and another an inguinal hernia repair, both performed electively. Two patients died in the postoperative period. There was little postoperative morbidity. Six patients died 3-18 months after surgery from progressive AIDS. This early experience suggests that laparoscopic surgery is well tolerated in these patients.